





BUDGET SPEECH FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, ROADS AND
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Honourable Speaker Mme Rosemary Molapo
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Board Members of the Roads Agency Limpopo as led by, Mr. Matome Ralebepi
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Heads of Departments of our provincial government
Members of the Media

Comrades

Kere madume ka moka setShaba sa Limpopo!

Thobela magagesu
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It is my honour and privilege that | stand before you today to present the last Budget
Vote of the Department of Public Works, Roads and Infrastructure in this Sixth
democratic administration. This Budget Vote comes a few weeks after the
presentation of the State of the Nation Address by President Cyril Ramaphosa and
State of the Province Address by Premier Chupu Stan Mathabatha.

Standing in front of this august house representing the ANC, | am honoured that
through our collective efforts we have pushed back the apartheid years that saw
infrastructure development limited to mainly so-called white areas of the old South
Africa. As the ANC we are very clear that our focus is to create inclusive
communities and an inclusive economy well supported by modern infrastructure

driven by the Department of Public Works, Roads and Infrastructure.

The ANC of Luthuli, Tambo, Mandela, Maphoto and other stalwarts of the liberation
movement has taught us that the projects and programmes we implement must not
be piecemeal. They taught us to ensure there is an integrated overall development
strategy to ensure legitimacy of our work in communities.

Let me simplify why we are here so that some don't miss the point we are making
through this Budget Vote. | am saying this because the impact of our commitments
here today will be felt for many years to come. | must emphasise that we are talking
about hard infrastructure, training and skills development through our projects and

programmes.
Honourable Speaker,

Infrastructure development is essential for the survival of people here in our
province. It supports every facet of our people’s livelihood be it in agriculture,
tourism, mining, retail and financial services. It is the lifeblood and the oxygen of our
economy without which we will stagnate and diminish our growth prospects. This
means from the well-being and survival of someone in the rural villages, townships
and towns to the collaboration between individuals to achieve communal goals. For
an example, health care (clinics and hospitals) and educational services (schools,
TVET Colleges, etc) are essential to our people’s survival and productivity. Roads

and bridges make economic activities within and between provinces possible! The
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state of our provincial infrastructure indeed powers the provincial economy in many

ways.

With quality infrastructure we are giving our people an advantage to have a better
and improved quality of life. We are about critical infrastructure which include roads,
bridges as well as facilities like hospitals. Without connectivity viewed from a national
security point we are dead in the water because the impact on the community on
being without such facilities will be dire. The ANC government has led the way in
ensuring economic prosperity of our people. We build schools, libraries, clinics,
hospitals, recreational facilities, courts, cultural institutions — ke ra yona mesate ya

Magosi a rena.

We are doing this to create and maintain connections as well as to encourage the
development of social capital, the transfer of skills and creation of strong
communities. As we present this Budget Vote, Honourable speaker, we take comfort
in knowing that our work directly impacts on the relevant strategic objective of the
National Democratic Revolution which is to deepen democracy, expand our people’s
well-being and to create a better life for all in an environment of economic growth

and social cohesion.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to highlight some of the milestones that have been

achieved by the department in the space of infrastructure development.

In the 2019/20 financial year, when the 6" administration came into office, we
commenced earnestly with implementing the Medium-Term Strategic Framework

(MTSF) which set seven (7) priorities of the current administration.

Amongst them being economic transformation and job creation, skills development
and social cohesion. These speak directly to programmes and projects that the
Department of Public Works, Roads and Infrastructure had to support in order for the

priorities to be realised.

The past five year period, which started in the 2019/2020 financial year to 2023/2024
financial year, the Department delivered socio-economic infrastructure facilities that
the province has been able to utilize to render services to our people. These
facilities, have not only been able to accommodate teaching and learning, including
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skills transfer and health care services, they have also been able to contribute to

economic transformation agenda of government, towards building a better life for all.

In the process of implementing these infrastructure projects, black-owned
businesses especially Small Micro and Medium Enterprises (SMMEs) were able to
benefit and grow from contracts awarded as part of the broader government

empowerment scheme in the sector.

This empowerment of SMME’s was a deliberate policy decision of this government
that a minimum of thirty-percent (30%) of the contract value should be sub-
contracted to competent and capable small businesses. Today, we have seen the
positive spin-offs of that decision. In this category we are forthright in discounting the

negative and destructive tendencies of the so-called construction mafias.

The construction mafias must be eliminated, working together with law enforcement
agencies. We only have space for legitimate business people not criminal gangs
masquerading as business people. We implore communities to be on high alert and

report such incidents wherever they rear their ugly head!

Honourable speaker, allow me to go into details on what we have been able to do

in the different programmes of the department and its entity Roads Agency Limpopo.
Education Infrastructure

The Department has been hard at work delivering quality school infrastructure. We
believe our learners deserve to be taught in completed, functional and safe school
infrastructure facilities that are conducive for teaching and learning. We are working
tirelessly with the Department of Education to implement school projects across the

five districts.

In the 2019/20 financial year the department completed 12 storm damaged schools

across the province.

The Schools in Vhembe are Nwaridi Secondary, Muvhimbi Primary school, Frank
Mukwaswakule primary and Mphagane primary school. In Mopani they are Khetho
Nxumalo agricultural school, Tirhani primary school, Zava secondary, Mahuntsi
primary, Mohtlatlego Machaba and Malebalong primary. In Waterberg, it was the D.G
Tsebe secondary school and Mashigoana primary in Capricorn district.
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In the 2022/23 financial year, the department completed construction of five (5)
school infrastructure projects which are as follows; Alldays Primary School in
Senwabarwana in the Capricorn District, Gidela Secondary school in Blinkwater in
Mopani District, Marude Primary school in Thohoyandou, Vhembe District, Ledume
Mahume and Mahlagaume primary schools in Maserumule park and Bothashoek
village respectively, under Sekhukhune District.

Honourable Speaker,

In the 2023/24 financial year, we began construction of 27 school projects across the
province. Seven (7) of these school projects have been completed. Sixteen (16) new
projects will be completed in the 2024/25 financial and four (4) will be completed in
the 2025/26 financial year.

In Capricorn District they are:

+ Matsobane Primary in Seleteng in Ga-Mphahlele village
* Rakgoatha Primary in Zebediela in Ga-Rakgoatha village
« Rasema Secondary in Botlokwa in Ramatjowe village

¢ Seale Secondary in Ramokgopa in Eisleben village, which will be completed by

end of current financial year.

¢ Sekete Secondary in Moletjie in Kanana village, also to be completed in the

current financial year.

+ Matsuokwane Secondary in Senwabarwana village to be completed by end of

this financial year.
¢ Dikoloi Secondary in Senwabarwana village
¢ Chita Kekana Secondary in Zebediela — Moletlane village
In Mopani District the department has commenced with construction of
¢ Diphuti Primary at The Oaks village
¢« Chameti Secondary at Mushiyani village

+« Ramatimana Secondary in Bolobedu — Molototsi village
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+ Sehonwe Secondary in Bolobedu — Sedibeng village

« We are also completing Nap$adi Secondary at Makgaung village and Ngwana

Makhutdwe Secondary at Sofaya village.
Honourable Speaker,

In Sekhukhune District we have commenced with the construction of the following

schools:

¢ Seboeng Primary in Manganeng village

¢ Dikgalaopeng Primary in Dikgalaopeng village
¢ Rebone Secondary in Maleetse village

¢ Saint Paul Secondary in Luckau and Makhwese Secondary in Maretlwane

villages respectively.

In the Vhembe district, it is work in progress with the construction of Masikhwa
Primary in Ha-Luvhimbi village, Mphakani Primary in Mangweni village and Vutivi
Primary in Hlanganani village. These three will be completed in the 2024/25 financial

year.

In the Waterberg District we are busy with the construction of Suswe Primary in
Bakenberg in Esselsdrift village and Matsibe Secondary in Malepetleke village, these
two are also to be completed in the 2024/25 financial Year. David Scara and
Maphuthi Manamela Secondary schools in Modimolle Informal Settlement will be
completed in the 2025/26 financial year.

Honourable Speaker, we continue to put our best foot forward in the education
Infrastructure space and currently nineteen (19) new school projects are planned to

commence with construction in the 2024/25 financial year.

In Sekhukhune District the schools are Kopanong Primary in Maleetse, Phaphamani
Primary in Monsterlus village, Thabane Primary in Mabotsha village; Kopa
Secondary in Tafelkop village, Lekoko Secondary in Ga-Marishane, Moleshatlou
Secondary in Maila Mapitsane, Nkgonyeletse Secondary in Ga Mashabela and

Naledi Ya Meso Secondary in Dikgalaopeng village.
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The schools in Capricorn District are Potokela Primary School in Senwabarwana,
and in Mopani they are Ooghoek Primary in Ooghoek village, Runnymede Primary in
Nwamitwa, Vallambrosa Primary in Mokgwathi, Makgopele Secondary in Skhiming,

Matimu secondary in Khujwana and Ukuthula Primary in Ka-Rhangani village.

In the Vhembe District, they are Pfumbada Primary in Mamohohi, Mayeke Primary

in Xikundu, Nkatini Secondary in Shigalo; Mokhari combined school - Waterberg.

Four (4) new school projects are at final design stage and planned to be advertised
in the 2024/25 financial years. They are Thabakgone Primary, Piet Hugo Primary,
Rethusheng Special School all in Capricorn and Hututu Secondary School in
Sekhukhune.

The successful planning and implementation of the above education infrastructure
projects will be realised through continued collaborative efforts and commitment by

both the implementing department and the client department.
Honourable Speaker,
Health Infrastructure

During the course of this term of office, the people of Limpopo have also seen the
delivery of projects for the health sector. There have been laundry upgrades in
Witpoort, Ellisras, Mokopane, FH Odendaal, Musina, Donald Fraser and Louis
Trichardt hospitals respectively. Sekhukhune District received new Bosele EMS
satellite station, and Capricorn District received Mothiba clinic, while several

upgrades and additions were implemented at Letaba hospital in Mopani District.

Honourable members, the much-awaited completion of Maphutha-Malatji hospital's
Out-Patient Department (OPD) is scheduled for end of April 2024.

Library and Traditional Council Infrastructure

The Department also restored dignity to the members of Royal Houses in the
province by implementing traditional council office projects as part of upholding the
provinces commitment to support and honour traditional leaders as they enhance the
work of government at a local level. We were able to complete the following offices in

Vhembe District, they are Mudavula, Rambuda, Mphaphuli and Masia traditional

council offices. In Sekhukhune we completed the Ditlou-Manchidi and the
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