MEC Phadagi’s Imbizo programme ends on a high note

12 November 2009

Day 1

EPWP Imbizo with Mayors and councilors

On 10th November 2009, MEC for Public works George Phadagi visited Molemole municipality where he met with Mayors and councilors from various municipalities in the province. Councilors from the municipalities of Makhado, Thulamela, Maruleng, Molemole, and Blouberg were amongst those who attended. The purpose of the MEC’s visit was to highlight the importance of EPWP in the creation of work opportunities in local communities. The Imbizo further served as a platform for reporting back on the latest progress achieved with regard to the implementation of the programme. 

Progress achieved in the implementation of EPWP can be summarized as follows:

· The national target is to create 4.5 million work opportunities in 5 years (2 million full time equivalents) to the poor and unemployed. Limpopo is to contribute 441 993 jobs to the national target. In order to create 500 000 jobs by December 2009 as announced by President Zuma, Limpopo should contribute approximately 55 000 job opportunities.

· In this current financial year we are expected to create 69 595 jobs in the province of which 46 611 should be in infrastructure and 23 497 should come are from municipalities.

· There are currently 503 projects which are run by sector departments and 406 projects which are managed by municipalities mainly in the areas of infrastructure, environment and the social sector. 

· Examples of EPWP projects that departments and municipalities are embarking upon include comprehensive agricultural support programme (CASP), people and parks, working for water, working for wetlands, siyadlala for sport, working for tourism (investing in culture), community safety, malaria control, Early Childhood Development (ECD), drop in centre programme, land care programme and many others.

· During the first quarter, departments and municipalities facilitated the creation of 13 822 work opportunities. In the second quarter, 15 693 work opportunities where created, which brings the total of jobs created so far to 29 515.

· Of the 29 515 work opportunities created, 15 054 of these are fulltime equivalent.

· R4.2 billion has been allocated to the Department of Public Works over the Medium term Expenditure Framework (MTEF) (five years) period to pay out the incentive to public bodies and this is expected to grow to at least R5 billion per annum by 2014.

· Eligible public bodies which want to participate in the incentive scheme will have to enter into an agreement with the Department of Public Works.

Greening Limpopo campaign

· One major EPWP programme that MEC Phadagi emphasized at the meeting was the Greening Limpopo campaign. 

· The objective of the programme is to encourage Limpopo residents to improve their environment and contribute to the reduction of global warming by growing suitable trees in and around their places of residence and living. This has a potential to create the necessary employment which will contribute to the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP).

· The Department of Public Works is already coordinating this programme together with other sister departments such as agriculture, economic development, environment and tourism, education, roads and transport and NGO’s.

· It is estimated that one person can plant and care for six trees a day. For the target households to have trees planted and cared for by the end of March 2010 a total of 6 670 people will need to be engaged in the project, working for an effective four months period. Wages will be in line with EPWP guidelines. The MEC has already started a programme to engage with the private sector to participate in the campaign.

Day2
Handover of Vuyeriwani Home based care centre

On Wednesday, 11th of November 2009, the MEC proceeded to Giyani in Mopani District where he addressed over 2500 villagers during the handing over a home based centre to the Sikhunyani community. The centre was built in 2007 by artisans from the Department of Public works at a cost of R486 000. Since the centre opened its doors, it has already created about 40 job opportunities mainly for community health workers.  The MEC hailed praises to the Sikhunyani community for coming forward with the initiative to establish the centre. “In the true spirit of Vukuzenzele, government expects members of the community to rise up to the challenge of EPWP and start doing things for themselves and not always complain or seek help when there is a lot that the people themselves can do. We expect you to come to us with fundable business plans which can help to create jobs and improve the social conditions of our people” MEC Phadagi said.

Ends

For more information contact: Victor Mufamadi (082 8000 624 or 073 132 6223)

2

