ADDRESS BY MEC FOR PUBLIC WORKS MACHWENE SEMENYA AT THE FUNERAL SERVICE OF THE LATE ELVIS MAVUSO, 20 January 2007, Namakgale Stadium - Phalaborwa
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Comrades
Indeed death comes like a thief in the night.  These words were all I could think of when I heard of the tragic news that fateful Saturday morning.
Comrade Mavuso was taken from us unexpectedly, Mavuso was taken too soon.  As I stand here a great void has been left both in me as a friend and in me as the MEC for the department.

I’m grateful to have worked with a man of Mavuso’s calibre, a man who was dedicated to his work, a man who always made sure that all departmental programmes were carried through.
When I heard of his passing on, I received it with shock and denial, because I did not want to believe that he was no more.  Mavuso was a very confident man, a firm man, one who was not afraid to challenge even his principals if he felt that he was fighting for a good course, especially concerning the needs of his communications unit, which he had passion for.

Comrades
As a department, we are looking forward to the accelerated and speedy implementation of our key empowerment and developmental departmental programmes and projects.  This includes the Expanded Public Works Programme and Women in Construction development.  The implementation of this programmes require a cadre and civil servant who understands the challenges that faces our people and what needs to be done in that regard.  Government’s priorities are the alleviation of poverty, job creation, skills development in order to create a better life for all. 

 As a department we were looking forward to the creative and energetic contributions that Mavuso always made in the department.  It is sad that he had to leave us before we can see his positive role in this regard.  To this end let us work harder in serving our people, because not doing so, will be undermining the struggle for a better life for all, which Mavuso and many other comrades who left before him fought for.
Comrades
 I feel very sad that a friend and a comrade, I have known for many years in the struggle against apartheid, from our student and youth days to ANC structures, has now left us.  I feel this way because when I joined the Department of Public Works, Mavuso was among the first people to settle me down in my new responsibility, by providing firm, frank and dynamic support.  This was because he understood what the role of an activist is, everywhere they are.
Comrades
In today’s world that we live in, children need a lot of guidance, mentoring and support in following the good ways of life, especially given the challenges that face us as a country.  The HIV/AIDS pandemic, Youth and drug abuse, youth and school drop out, youth and teenage pregnancies and the general disintegration of family values.
Therefore, as we pass our condolences to the family, we particularly encourage the children to take heed of the challenges that I’ve just mentioned, and no doubt, wherever Mavuso is, he will be proud to see his children live exemplary lives.  This message is also directed to the youth of Phalaborwa and the province at large.

Let me take this opportunity to encourage all the youth to heed to the call of going back to school and I encourage parents to ensure that their children enjoy support in the process of learning.

To the Mavuso family, indeed we have lost a great soldier similarly we convey our deepest message of condolence to the Seboya family, who also lost a son, Peter, a worker at the Meropa Casino, on that fateful day. This is not just your loss alone but to the province and the structures of the ANC.  You are not alone, the community is here, government is here and the ANC is here to support you in your time of need.

May comrade Elvis Mavuso’s soul rest in Peace.
